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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 08/18/2005. 
Claims 1-3, 6-11, 13, and 15-40 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 6, 39 
and 40 are independent claims. In the amendment filed 1 1/30/2004, Claims 1 , 6, 7, 8, 
10, 13, 15, 19, 20, 25, 39 and 40 were amended. This action is made Final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Miyao et al. (US 6466237) in view of Watanabe et al. (US 5717848) in view of 
Mogul etal. (US 6243761). 

In regards to claim 1 , Miyao teaches a method for managing data objects, 
comprising: 

a. displaying thumbnails representative of data objects (abstract, lines 1-2). 

b. defining a focus region that indicates a focus thumbnail subject to 
processes (column 2, lines 47-50, the closest and largest thumbnail is understood to 
be the thumbnail in focus). 

C. selectively displaying a single thumbnail in the focus region and displaying 

the thumbnails moving along a predetermined path through the focus region (column 
13, lines 43-45). 
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d. selecting a grid indicum that displays the thumbnails in a grid layout with 

the thumbnails aligned with fixed mutual positions in rows and columns; and moving 
the thumbnails in the grid layout through the focus region one row at a time in 
succession, starting from a same end of each successive row (Miyao, column 1, line 
30-35 and figure 78). 

Miyao does not teach a method wherein a shape of the predetermined path is 
modified based upon a speed with which the thumbnails move through the focus region. 
Watanabe teaches, "A motion path will change as the input side control velocity is set, 
and the resultant motion path is displayed immediately." Column 16, Line 14). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Miyao with the teachings of Watanabe and include a method to change the path based 
on velocity with the motivation to provide a system which permits anybody to use it 
easily (Miyao, Column 1, Line 38) and conveniently facilitates changing the path of 
movement. 

Miyao and Watanabe do not teach a method wherein a user is permitted to 
browse through the displayed thumbnails while remaining data objects are being 
loaded. Mogul teaches, "The browser initially loads a low-resolution version of the 
image, then automatically loads a high resolution version to replace the low-resolution 
image. This means a low-resolution image is produced fairly quickly, assuming that 
the user doesn't stop the download or shift to another page. If the user waits long 
enough, then the high- resolution image is generated" (Column 2, Line 6). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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modify Miyao and Watanabe with the teachings of Mogul and include a system that 
permits browsing of the thumbnails while the data is still being loaded with the 
motivation to provide the user with a faster method of browsing the thumbnails. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3, 6-11, 13, and 15-38 are allowed. 

In regards to independent claim 1, prior art does not teach selecting a grid 
indicum that displays the thumbnails in a grid layout with the thumbnails aligned with 
fixed mutual positions in rows and columns; and moving the thumbnails in the grid 
layout through the focus region one row at a time in succession, starting from a same 
end of each successive row; in combination with all of the other claim limitations. 

In regards to independent claim 6, prior art does not teach a device wherein the 
displaying means further displays file names of files containing the data objects of the 
thumbnails, the displaying means displaying the file names in a pattern that is inverse a 
pattern formed by the thumbnails; in combination with all of the other claim limitations. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 39 and 40 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (571) 272-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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